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KENNESAW: Charles Callahan, 73, minister 
. 
By KAY POWELL 
. 
Dr. Charles Callahan filled Southern Baptist pulpits from North Georgia to the Florida Panhandle. 
. 
He was so dedicated to being a preacher that when a church couldn't pay him a living wage, he took the pulpit and a second job, 
said the Rev. J.T. McHan, a retired Baptist minister of Marietta. 
. 
He had congregations in Decatur, Marietta, Brookhaven, White and Pensacola, Fla. In 1999, he was founding pastor of Beulah 
Land Baptist Church in Acworth. 
. 
To support his ministry, he worked as Cobb County's personnel director under former County Commission Chairman Ernest W. 
Barrett. 
. 
Later, he fielded complaints to the county road department and filled in as a court bailiff, said his wife, Barbara Philyaw Callahan of 
Kennesaw. 
. 
The funeral for Charles Samuel Callahan, 73, of Kennesaw, who died Monday of heart problems at WellStar Kennestone Hospital, 
will be 11 a.m. Wednesday at Acworth First Baptist Church. Collins Funeral Home is in charge of arrangements. 
. 
"He was a wonderful preacher and a good singer. Yes, he could sing," said the Rev. McHan. "He was strong in his evangelical 
gospel preaching." 
. 
"He was very outspoken and bold in the pulpit," said his wife. "He called sin sin, and he didn't gloss it over. He was not afraid to 
speak out on any issue." 
. 
It took him 16 years to earn his doctorate from Bethany Theological Seminary, she said, and he was happy to receive it in 1991. 
. 
He hosted 26 trips to the Holy Land through his company, Beulah Land Tours. His favorite site to visit was Golgotha, where Jesus 
Christ was crucified, and the Garden Tomb, where Jesus was buried and rose from the dead, said his wife. 
. 
That site was moving to him, she said, "because he based his faith on we serve a risen Savior. His favorite thing to do over 
there was to preach in the First Baptist Church in Bethlehem, which he did in October." 
. 
His quick wit and sincerity endeared him to people, said the Rev. McHan. "You just felt good being around him." 
. 
Survivors include two sons, Tim Callahan of Kennesaw and Sammy Callahan of Marietta; two sisters, Margaret Dobson and Emily 
Wheeler, both of Jasper; and four grandchildren. 
. 
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CHARLES SAMUEL CALLAHAN, 73, of Kennesaw died Monday (1-12-04). Funeral, 11 a.m. Wednesday, Acworth 
First Baptist Church; Collins Funeral Home.  
. 
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